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Man mercifully has been left unable to foresee the effect
which his actions will have upon the future. Many of these
cardinals had assisted before at the election of a Pope; it
was a routine with which they were acquainted. But by
no means could they know what a mark upon the world's
history they would make with this election. Subsequent
events, however, have shown that the seed of tremendous
issues here was sown, issues as great as the consolidation of
a European kingdom under a sovereign dynasty that en-
dured until 1870. As such, the Conclave of 1492 must
be regarded as one of the most pregnant that ever have
occurred; and its details, as worthy of intent consideration.
There was a faction and a shadow of a faction among
the cardinals. The candidate of the first was the Dean and
Vicechancellor-Cardinal Rodrigo de Langol y Borja,
nephew of the Lord Calixtus P.P. III. He actively was sup-
ported by the very influential cardinals Sforza-Visconti,
Colonna, and Riarjo, whose friendship he is said to have
cultivated during the reign of the late Pope, by promises of
preferment and by gifts. He also is said to have won the
alliance of fourteen other cardinals by similar inducement?,
and so to have placed himself at the head of a faction of
eighteen. His supporters were led to believe that his Span-
ish nationality would make him neutral to the political par-
ties of Italy; and much stress was laid upon the fact that
Spain was now the rising power in Europe, with whom the
Church would do well to be allied. The standard of moral-
ity of the day prevented objections to the character of
Cardinal Rodrigo; and it was made clear to all that he was
by far the richest cardinal, holding all the most lucrative
appointments, which last would have to be vacated, and
would be his to give away, in the event of his election.
The candidate of the second faction was Cardinal Giuli-
ano della Rovere, a nephew of the Lord Xystus P.P. IV.
He was the life-long disappointed rival, in more senses
than one, of Cardinal Rodrigo. His candidature was an